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President’s Report

Dear Members,

Welcome to my second
report as President of
the mighty Belconnen
Magpies Football Club.

The euphoria of the
Geelong win in the
2007 AFL Grand Final
provided me with some food for thought for this
report. The Cats had not tasted premiership
success for 44 years; they had been in the grand
final a number of times over the last 10 years
without success and were considered to have a
pretty good list and probably underachieved over
the last few years. At the end of 2006 there was a
significant review at the football club and Mark
Thompson considers himself lucky fo retain the
top job. What does this have to do with the
Belconnen Magpies Football Club, you may ask?
The circumstances at the Geelong Football Club
conspired to create an environment of significant
desire for success, both on and off the field. |
believe we may have lost that edge off our desire
as a football club. The period of success we have
had over the last nine years, appearing in the
grand final in seven of those years and winning
three premierships, has created an air of
expectation, rather than the absolute desire,
leaving no stone unturned, to achieve premiership
success. | think we have been treading water, not
continuing to significantly improve, which has
allowed other clubs to catch up and pass-us. In
2007 we did not make the Premier Division grand
final for the first time in many years and we can no
longer claim to be the best Canberra based team
in the competition, (although | believe this title is
little consolation if you are not the best team in the
competition!).

Well, this is all looking backward. We now need
to focus on the future, work even harder, both on
and off the field, to produce the results that we do
expect. We have an excellent club coach and
support staff, a strong player list, good juniors
coming through and a committed board of
directors. There is definitely the strong foundation
for future success, we just need to regain that
desire that drives everyone to do that little bit extra
to ensure success.

The changes at the Geelong Football Club were
also good for the Belconnen Magpies Football
Club. Early this year we were extremely lucky to
recruit Garry Davidson to the position of General
Manager, direct from the Football Operations
Manager role at the Geelong Football Club. Garry
has significant recent experience at the AFL level
and his experience, knowledge and ideas will be
invaluable to the club and will drive us forward.

Before the start of the season the club decided to
assist AFL Canberra to conduct a viable Reserve
Grade competition by elevating our Canberra
District Division 1 team into the Reserves
competition. | believe this has not only helped the
competition but has exposed a greater number of
our footballers fo the premier competition,
therefore producing greater depth in our playing
ranks. |sincerely thank Bemie Williams and all
the players for accepting this challenge and
playing up at this level. They should be proud of
their efforts; being competitive in every game and
winning seven. This is a demonstration of the
strength and depth of the Belconnen Magpies
Football Club and an example of where we are
prepared to be a good corporate citizen where
other clubs are not.

2007 is a year where we have lost a stalwart of
the club. Alan Phillips passed away in June after
a brief illness. Alan was the Treasurer of the club
until he took leave of absence due to his iliness.
He was a past player, member of the AFL
Canberra Board, a member of the Sports Club
Board and a genuine Belconnen Magpie through
to the core. Alan will be sadly missed. The Board
has decided to name the Club Person of the Year
award in honour of his significant contribution to
this football club.

Results

Congratulations to the Belconnen Cats under 12's
who took out the premiership for their age group.
A fantastic effort.

Our First Grade team finished the regular season
in second position on the ladder, three games
clear of third placed Eastlake. With a good
performance in Sydney against the Swans in the
last round expectations for the finals were high.
Two poor performances in the finals and we were
out in straight sets. A similar story for the
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Reserves, who finished four games clear on top of
the ladder at the end of the home and away
games. Again, two losses and we were out. Our
under 18s struggled to be competitive, although at
times looked the goods, even against the top
sides. A number of players eligible for the under
18s have consistently played at a higher level, so
the final ladder position is not a true reflection of
the younger brigade coming through. With David
Bennett's Belconnen Cats Under 16s playing off in
the grand final, along with those from the
Magpies, it ensures a good crop of youngsters
coming into the under 18 ranks.

As mentioned earlier, the club fielded a second
reserves team, and not a team in Division 1. The
Magpies Reserves acquitted themselves well and
this experience should have been beneficial to the
players who can approach next year back in
Division 1 with much greater confidence. The
Division 2 team performed very well also, finishing
as runners up. Thanks to Stuart Dunn who fook
on the role of coach at the start of the season. As
always, the girls under coach Ossie Terron
enjoyed themselves immensely and were
competitive in their games.

Major Initiatives

The Board has progressed the development of
improved facilities at the Kippax ovals. Stratcorp
has been engaged to develop a master plan,
which has sought input from stakeholders—
including the facilities design/sources of funding—
and is close to finalisation. The timing is right,
with the super school development across the
road and the cycle of politics, to push hard to see
this development come fo fruition.

The other major initiative the board has
progressed is the new junior structure. A strategic
steering committee has been formed with
representatives from the Belconnen Cats and
Magpies Juniors, along with the senior club, to
significantly bolster the junior focus in the
Belconnen area. To this end, | welcome Melanie
Brothers to the Belconnen Magpies as Junior
Football Operations Coordinator. Melanie has a
degree qualification in Sports Management and a
strong background in the sports industry. With the
new strategic steering committee in place and
Melanie's appointment, junior football will now get
the attention it deserves.

Management and Leadership

There have been a few changes at the board
level, with Brock Weston and Aaron Tyndall
retiring and being replaced with Jo Foster and
Sean Egan. Thanks to all directors (Ray Baguley
— Vice President and acting Treasurer, Dannie
Baguley — Secretary, Stacey Beevor and Jo
Foster — Functions and Events, Scott Reid —
Game Day Logistics, Brendan Read - Junior
Development, Norm Simms - Property and
Equipment, Justin Lalor - Public Relations and
Communications, Garry Davidson — General
Manager and recently Sean Egan) for their
continued input and long hours to ensure the
football club operates effectively.

Steve Mahar, Tony Mahar, Michael Horne, Bernie
Williams, Daryl Read, Jason Kidney and Garry
Davidson have led the senior squad very well and
received compliments from the Swans coaching
staff on their game plan employed against them in
Sydney. Brett Langham took the reins of the
under 18s and must have been wondering what
he got himself into at times throughout the year.
Well done Brett on your work this year. The work
the club undertakes in the junior area should
improve the transition of players from junior
football to the senior club and improve the
performances of this age group.

The long awaited review into the operations of
AFL Canberra has been finalised, although at the
time of writing has not been released. The
competition next year is to again take the same
form as this year with the Swans expected to
participate again, as well as Tuggeranong and the
Wildcats, along with the other established clubs in
first grade. This will again see a seven team
competition at this level. Once the report
becomes available, further information will be
provided to members.

Finances

The football club is projecting a small loss for
2006-07, with the audited financial report due to
be tabled at the Annual General Meeting. The
small loss is predominantly due to the non
budgeted expenses to date for the facilities
project. This strong financial position is
predominantly due to the substantial input from
the licensed club and our valued sponsors.
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Treasurer’s Report

It is with much sadness
that | table this report for
your consideration. This
has been the duty of
Alan Phillips for a
number of years and his
M professional handling of

the Club's accounts will
be missed.

The audited statements will be available at the
Annual General Meeting to be conducted in late
November, however, | can report on several key
indicators of our operation.

Income for the year will be approximately
$520,000 of which nearly $400,000 is made
available by the Belconnen Magpies Sports Club
grant. As you can see it would be impossible to
fund football in the Belconnen district to the level
that we do without the Sports Club grant. The
Sports Club also assists in many other ways and |
thank Bob Garrett, Jon Burrows and other Board
members for their generous support.

The other $120,000, a significant amount, is
derived from sponsors, functions, raffles and
registration fees. The input from our sponsors is
vital to our ongoing success. Not only do they
provide much needed cash but they also provide
employment for recruits, sometimes at very short
notice, plus they also supply various networking
opportunities. If you can support them, please do,
if not, just thank them.

Most of our income ($340,000) is expended on
administrators, coaches, players, trainers and
other personnel. Other key items of expenditure
are AFL Canberra levies, equipment, ground hire,
insurances and travelling costs.

To all the volunteers, in particular the Football
Club Board a huge thank you for your input, as
without your willingness to help, the burden on our
paid staff would be too great and they simply
would not be able to get the job done.

The Football Club front office now consists of two-
and-a-half people whereas it was a one person
operation less than a year ago. This recruitment is
a result of our desire to take on extra tasks
particularly with our juniors and to increase our
professionalism across all other areas. Therefore |
urge our many, many volunteers to keep up the

good work and support Garry, Mel and Cathey as
much as you can.

To Garry Davidson and his team, thanks for your
endeavors, | am very aware of the effort that is
applied and | do appreciate it.

A significant development this year was to allocate
$30,000 towards the development of a Master
Plan to significantly upgrade the facilities at
Kippax Oval. This money has come from funds
accumulated over previous years, plus an input
from the Sports Club.

In concluding, it is pertinent to emphasise that
there are many projects that we could spend
money on and no doubt they would enhance our
operation, but we have to be able to fund them
without putting our future at risk. It is fair to say
that we must continue to be prudent with our
expenses and find new revenue streams to fund
new projects.

Lets see you all at the footy again next year.

Ray Baguley
Treasurer
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Football Manager’s Report

What brings Garry
Davidson to Belconnen
Magpies after 9 years
as Geelong Football
Operations Manager,
VFL Player, Tasmanian
Football Hall of Fame,
Assistant Coach North
Hobart Team of the
Century? Why Belconnen Magpies?

Simply .... | have always had a passion for
playing, coaching and being involved in AFL
Football and Belconnen afforded me an
opportunity to get back closer to ‘grass-roots’
footy, working with people who want to improve
their club both on and off the field, and ultimately
be a Premiership Club.

After 8 months, I'm not disappointed in my
decision to try a ‘sea-change’ and be at
Belconnen but...

What have | witnessed?

« A proud Club emanating from troubled
amalgamations and financial difficulties

« A successful club on the field and ably
supported by the Magpies Sports Club

« A Club with a great home ground venue but
very poor training facilities

o Agenuine / passionate football ‘Family’ of
current day players, volunteers and past
players who have enormous passion to want
the best results on and off the field

« A junior development process that has rolled
along with junior club enthusiasm but lacking
in direction

« A coaching group that work cohesively and
enthusiastically but requiring direction with a
game plan, player development and re-
shaping a club culture that ensures future
success from U18s to Seniors

« ABoard that is enthusiastic about its role but
looking for more support with people who
have ‘spare’ time to fulfil the Boards function
to its maximum potential

« Volunteers who are committed to the cause
and would like more to help ease their load

« Policy and procedural documentation and
database information deficiencies

« A group of sponsors who show enormous
loyalty to ‘their’ Club

« A uniqueness with a womens' footy
team,Canberra District level footy teams and
a 2n Reserves team in the same competition
(a great effort)

Plenty to work on, plenty fo achieve, rewards for
all when achieved!!

The Preliminary Final this year clearly showed me
that as a total club we need fo challenge
ourselves and determine where we improve and
move forward and go past Eastlake and
Queanbeyan and strongly challenge and defeat
the Swans.

On this day | felt a lack of urgency and intensity
required for a “do or die” game of footy where you
could not come back next week to redress tactics,
team selection, fraining drills and player attitude if
you've lost. Queanbeyan came o play!
Magpies??

For me, this is the starting point for 2008!

It is imperative that we develop a solid plan, team
rules and key performance indicators that drive
both the coaching staff and players to strive for
continual improvement against all teams in the
AFL Canberra Premiership Division.

Administratively we will improve and significant
gains have already been made. Cathey Kelly as
part-time Football Department Administrator has
been a significant appointment to support and
guide the football operations of the club. She has
drive, a great work ethic and importantly wants the
club to succeed.

Melanie Brothers, as Full-Time Junior Football
Operations Coordinator (commenced 27 Sept) will
be driving our new Junior Football Strategic Plan
that will be a significant part of the new Junior
Football Strategic Planning Group chaired by ex-
President Peter Bradley. Our future is most
definitely in this area and critical to a strong club.

Sponsorship in 2007 has been quite solid and a
Sponsorship Working group has already
discussed 2008 renewals and opportunities that
allow us to fund these new positions and other
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First Grade Report

While the 2007 season did not
grace us with premiership glory,
| believe it will hold us in good
stead for years to come. We
made great advancements by
continuing to develop our
playing list, fielding 38 players
of whom 19 were aged 21 or
under. We also improved the
way we prepare for and recover from games. Ice
baths, tights, nutrition and hydration were all new to
the group and to the players’ credit they embraced
each of these concepts to ensure their bodies would
be in the best possible condition for the following
week. These steps have been implemented as part
of our strategy toward professionalism which is
crucial to our ability to challenge the top teams in
the AFL Canberra competition.

The theme of war was used throughout the season
to draw the players’ focus toward the link between
each week's battle and the ultimate goal of winning
the war, or in our terms the AFL Canberra
Premiership. Players and coaching staff alike drew
strength and motivation from some of Australia's
iconic battles. Attending the deeply symbolic and
moving dawn service on ANZAC Day signalled the
group's commitment and respect. This commitment
was displayed throughout the year by most of the
playing group, ensuring our place in finals footy. The
disappointment of missing out on a seventh
consecutive Grand Final has weighed heavily on the
entire group as we fully believed we were capable of
finishing the season in first position. Preparations
for rectifying this in 2008 have already begun.

For me, this season we have played the best
football since | have been involved with Belconnen,
albeit in patches. The players deserve to be proud
of their efforts. Once again we were able fo push the
top teams and showcase the talent and quality of
our Club. Most pleasing is the intensity of this talent
and quality, as it was displayed right through the
grades. The Development Squad finishing the year
on top of the ladder and the Magpies Reserves
finishing one game out of the finals proves we have
tremendous depth and character at Belconnen.

| offer my congratulations to all the award winners,
especially Andrew Ainger who was awarded Best
and Fairest in his first year of senior football—he is
a remarkable talent.

Each and every year | am amazed by the
countless tasks involved in running a successful
football club and every year | am inspired by, and
indebted to, the many volunteers and
professionals who dedicate themselves to
ensuring these tasks are taken care of. | am very
privileged to work with some fantastic volunteers,
employees, players, sponsors and supporters
here at Belconnen.

To the Football Board, Garry Davidson and
Cathey Kelly | would like to thank you for your
continued support for me personally as well as
your commitment fo the Club. Your efforts to
further its professionalism are valued.

| would like to acknowledge and thank the Match
Committee for generously giving their time and
support this year. Tony Mahar, Michael Horne,
Brett Knowles, Daryl Read, Jason Kidney, Bernie
Williams, Damien Brazel and Garry Davidson
provided great support and good judgement
throughout the week, especially on game day.

Of course without our fantastic medical staff we
would have difficulty fielding a quality side each
week. | thank Peg Townley, Dave Kennard and
their team for the advice and the care of our
players. | am also very grateful to the numerous
support staff who volunteer their time week in,
week out. Thank you to Benita Lalor (Nutrition),
Simon Rice (Fitness), Mal Townley for managing
two teams, Pete Dunn, our various runners and
water girls.

Of course it goes without saying that the playing
group is especially grateful to our supporters and
sponsors as well as our families, wives, girlfriends
and children for your support throughout the year.

| look forward to your continued support next year
as we strive for success in 2008.

Steve Mahar
First Grade Coach
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Under 18’s Report

We started the 2007 season with a basic goal to
win more games than we lost. Playing the first
game at Greenway against the Hawks, knowing
they would be a real force at the end of the year,
we went down by 5 goals. After losing the next
three games to Ainslie, Marist and Queanbeyan,
the goals we set were starting to look hard to
reach. In Round 5 we had Eastlake at Manuka
and we won by 3 goals in an average game by
both teams, however, when we played Eastlake
again the following week they belted us by 13
goals.

After this game we had to go back to basics at
training where the attendance was good. On
average all year we had 24 but the playing group
had to work on hand speed, decision making, their
disposal, controlled aggression—absolutely all
aspects of their game.

The rest of the season was spent bringing this
training into our game each Saturday. With
patience and some game day disappointment it
slowly started to work—not fast enough to realise
our original goals—but our game certainly
developed into real footy. So much so, that when
we played Queanbeyan in the last round at
Margaret Donoghue, after being touched up by 16
goals in Round 8 and 23 goals in Round 15, we
got within 2 goals. We still lost but our game had
improved and we were matching it with the better
teams (Queanbeyan finished minor premiers). We
ran out of rounds to make a difference, so as you
could imagine the playing group had a tough
season and | want to congratulate them on being
patient with the work we were doing at training
because it wasn't always easy.

Our playing group consisted of 11 players from
last season, 3 new players to the club (2 of these
had not played before), 8 from the Cats Juniors
and 6 from the Magpies Juniors.

Through the season we had 6 players play up in
Reserve grade, Michael Cain, Stephen Coate,
Trent Fernandez, Mathew Newman, Luke
Smeaton and Mathew Viney. There were 4
players that came up from the 16s to have a run—
Joel Byatt, Brendon Elwood, Scott Langham, and
Jake Low.

There were also 6 eligible players from 1st and

Reserve Grade that could have put us easily
in finals. What we are doing, however, is
developing these and other young players to
reach their full potential. Matt Byatt, Jon
Dunn, Mick Foster, Stuart Gilchrist, Sean
Hanily and Tristan Irvine have made a big
contribution to the results in the higher
grades.

We had a weekend away over the June long
weekend. It was an eventful trip on a
property outside of Braidwood with the
accommodation not quite reaching 1 full star.
Team activities started at 7.00am on the
Saturday (just as the rain started), ranging
from archery, bushwalking (with a few added
challenges), to carting garbage bags full of
water around a flooded Motocross track, four
wheel driving, ‘Red Faces' by the light of a
raging camp fire and some motor bike riding
for those who could handle the slippery
conditions. A good time was had by all.

| would like to congratulate the award
winners as we didn't have too much to sing
about after most games, but your hard work
stood out—so well done. To the players that
don't get up to receive an award | hope you
got a lot out of the season in bonding with a
new group that you now call your mates and
finding some hidden strengths in yourself
and your game.

| can't go without mentioning Lyall Camp,
our team manager. You do a great job
behind the scenes and even though you're a
veteran at the 18s, there is always a new
challenge thrown up (i's never black and
white!!). Thanks mate, see you next season.
Also to Cheryl Camp for your behind the
scenes work. You guys do it so
professionally it makes my job hassle free on
game day. Bill Viney was assistant Coach
and was great with the team, having been
with the older players of the team for a
number of years. It was good for me and
gave me some insight into their strengths /
weaknesses. Bill worked the bench on game
day and on some days had to be the runner.
He loves it and it was good have him there.
Thanks Bill.
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Magpies Reserves (Third Grade) Report

This year in the Thirds was
immensely enjoyable and
successful. The team
performed above all
expectations all year and
every player who played a

- N game during the year

~ " contributed to the team

being successful on seven occasions. Of these
wins, | think the two Eastlake victories and the
victory over Tuggeranong were stand out games
for the Thirds and showed the fighting nature that
was needed to remain competitive at this level.

| also thought that all four games between the two
Belconnen sides were played in good spirit and were
hard fought, which is a tribute to all players involved.

Congratulations to Ego, Collo, Moose and Devo,
all playing 100 Third Grade games. With a win
ratio of three-out-of four, | wish we had a couple
more milestone games this year. Also, well done
to Gibbo who finished third in the League medal
for the season...like a fine wine you keep getting
better. Well done to Devo who also finished in the
top 10—great season mate. Well done to Dom
and Rowdy for playing all 20 games this year, it is
a huge effort and | think it deserves a mention.

Thanks fo all players who came back from the
Development Squad at various stages of the season
to help out. The way you conducted yourselves on and
off the field was a privilege to watch. Thanks to Homy
and Mahary for allowing this to happen. Your interest
in our competitiveness was much appreciated.
Thank you to Kel Glossop for being my assistant
coach again this year and doing all the off-field
duties. You attended all trainings from the start of
preseason and were a great person to go to for
advice. Your assistance on game day was
extremely useful and you were a key member in
helping the team win the games it did. You are a
great mate and | thank you for helping out— |
hope you enjoyed it as much as | did. Many
thanks to Dale Anderson for his efforts helping out
at every game...unfortunately you injured your
groin very badly at the start of the season and
were unable to get back, but your commitment to
the team remained and | thank you for all your
efforts.

A big thanks goes to Ivan Woods for being team
manager this year. You went beyond your call of

duty...being at most trainings, one of the first there
at games and also last to leave. You are the
ultimate professional when it comes to managing
the team and you make everyone around you look
good, especially me. It was an honour to have you
there mate and | appreciate all your efforts. While
| am thanking managers | have to thank Garry,
your first year at the club has been great and | see
a long, meaningful and successful future for you at
Belconnen. Thanks to Paul Egan for doing the
time keeping all year, it is a thankless job and |
appreciate your professional and ethical effort,
thank you very much.

Thanks to all the trainers that helped us this year,
and special thanks goes to our permanent trainer
Cathey. To look after a group that had an average
age well over 30 and have them strapped and
ready to go at every game was a credit to your
ability as a trainer. Even after the games you were
still making sure guys were doing the right thing in
preparation for the next week's game. | know
personally you got me out on the ground fit and
ready when | thought | had no hope and I'm pretty
sure a lot of other guys would say the same. |
hope you enjoyed your first year with the Thirds
and look forward to you going around next year if
you're willing. To all the runners and water boys
who helped out throughout the season, especially
Presto and Mickos, your work is much appreciated
by the players and myself, thank you all.

Well done to Skip and the Fourth Grade side for
making the grand final for the second year
running. You provided great support to us all
season and | thank all of you for your hard efforts.

Lastly thanks to Kate for all your help and support
throughout the year. | know it's hard when I'm
spending more time with the likes of Coates,
Bunyan and Braybrook throughout the season
than | do with you, but believe me Olivia and you
are number one in my life—with those other boys
just scraping into the top 100. Also thanks to all
my family for your support throughout the season,
you always keep me on track.

Well done fo all the trophy winners and also to
anyone who played for or contributed to a Belconnen
team this year. You gotta love this place.

Bernie Williams
Magpies Reserves Coach
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Canberra District 2 Report

1 Well, what a fantastic
year!! Although going one
step further and winning
the premiership would
have been the ultimate,
making the grand final was
"M an amazing effort from the
4 guys considering we were
sitting seventh on the
ladder with a few rounds
to go and only made the finals by beating ANU by
5 points in the final round. Our last 10 weeks or
so of the season were amazing and a real sign of
how far we came as a group this year. | really
couldn't have hoped for anything more and all the
guys should be extremely proud of what they
achieved.

Firstly, I'd like to thank Al McLachlan for all his
help during the year. My decision to continue
playing while coaching meant | needed someone
to volunteer to do the sideline coaching with very
little notice. Al put his hand up and did a fantastic
job and is one of the main reasons we went as far
as we did this year. Al's contribution off the field
will be missed next year but will be balanced by a
great contribution that he will be able to make on
the field as he (hopefully) returns to play for the
club.

Thanks to Ben Ryan for managing the team this
year. As with Al it would have been hard for Ben
not to be out there himself this year but he always
had everything ready and allowed me to focus on
coaching—thanks mate.

I'd like to thank Courtney for being our trainer this
year and for the support that Peg and all the other
trainers gave her and us during the year.
Courtney is just starting out in this role and
strapping Ossie and all the other boys in Fourth
Grade is a big ask first up. Courtney did the job
professionally and always with a smile on her face
and helped make the year what it was.

Thanks to Garry Davidson who did a fantastic job
sorting out finals qualification for us and then for
dealing with the resultant fall out in such a
professional manner. Garry was a great support
all year and the club should be very pleased to
have him on board as our Football Manager. This
was a fantastic appointment.

Thanks to all of the guys who played with the side
this year, from the older guys that I've played with
for years to the new guys making their starts with
the club. Your support has made my job very
easy and a role that | was anxious about at the
start of the season has become one that | have
thoroughly enjoyed — this is thanks to all of you.

A special thanks to a few guys: Ossie for
captaining the side and leading from the front
every week. Knighty, Dan and CD for captaining
in Ossie’s absence (and doing great jobs), and to
Presto, Ego and Jez for all your support, not only
through giving your all on the field every week, but
for your advice and support off it.

Thanks fo Bernie, Kel and all the Third grade guys
as well. Special thanks to Bernie who willingly
shared players with us to help us into the finals
and through the finals series, when he could have
easily kept those players to assist in Third grade’s
own finals assault. | really appreciated this and all
your support throughout the year Buzzy.

Also, a general thank you to everyone at the club
that | haven't thanked individually. It really is a
fantastic club to be involved with. | have enjoyed
the last 6 years immensely and will hopefully get
to enjoy many more.

Lastly, but most importantly, | would like to thank
my fiancé Karen who has sacrificed a lot this year
so | could take on the coaching role. | couldn't
have done it without your support and patience, so
thanks. | promise I'll make it up to you next year -
it will be a very different start to the season for
us!!!

A few highlights of the year before | finish up:

 Ossie and Presto's great years finishing 2"
and 4t in the league B and F respectively.

o Sam Danaher's amazing last quarter against
Yass which got our season going again and
played a big part in us getting to the finals.

« Jez kicking 8 against Harman.

« Knighty's play of the year in the final against
Murrumbidgee, which started at CHB and
resulted in a goal for the big fella.
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« Ego's drum solo after the great win against
ANU that got us into the finals.

o THAT goal — need | say more boys????

As | won't be reapplying for the role next year, |
would just like to wish whoever coaches the side
next year all the best and fo tell them that they will
be working with a great bunch of guys and will
have a fantastic time - | know | did.

Stuart Dunn
Canberra District 2 Coach
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Women's Grade Report

Season 2007 saw both
myself and Justin
0'Dea (Assistant
Coach) step into the
exciting and interesting
world of women's
football. Both new to
coaching we were not
really sure what to
expect. However | do
remember thinking at
one stage “Will this season just start so we can
get on with playing football?!". Maybe frustration
crept in as our season started later and we had an
extra four weeks of preseason compared to the
men’s teams. This year also started with an influx
of new players and saw roughly 60 different girls
at training, dwindling down to the squad we ended
up with of approximately 30.

The preseason was planned to hone and review
all the basic skills. We really tried to keep people
busy and with the influx of new players it proved to
be a rigorous challenge. We geared most of our
effort into skills development to create a skills
base that would carry the team into other
complexities of the game. However | think we
soon learnt that there is no substitute for game
time and that it would take a few games
(especially for our new recruits) to get into the
rhythm of things. The preseason game against
ANU looked promising after winning by a decent
margin, however, it was not really a reflection of
things to come.

Towards the end of the preseason Justin and |
discussed the election of captains and a
leadership group. The choices were fairly obvious
and we elected Joey Foster to continue the great
job she has done as Captain over the years. We
also mixed in some new blood with a couple of our
younger top players Gen Netting and Alice
Broughton as vice captains. Justin and | worked
with these players who all displayed excellent
skills, attitude and commitment throughout the
season. They were all major contributors during
the year and helped to create the excellent
environment we now experience in our team.

| think the playing season was an awesome
experience for everyone. There were a couple of

games where we lacked concentration - they were
ADFA (first round) and Riverina (at Wagga).
However it was easy to see continual
improvement and excellent commitment to training
from players all year. This really got our
momentum going later in the season and | was
very proud of all our efforts, especially after the
Nationals. Some of our best football was played
against some of the best sides in the competition
in the last few games. It was great seeing teams
like Eastlake and Tuggeranong stunned and on
the back foot as we started to attack. This late
momentum was spurred on by a lot of players who
really started contributing to the team. In
particular Erin Smeaton and Junior (Elise O'Dea)
really stepped up to contribute and do team
things. That was fantastic. | think the other big
difference in the second half of the season was all
our first year players like Mikie, Goughy, Whitie,
Jarvie, Kellie, Chappo, Smeetdog and Happy
(Jess Gilmore) really started to work energetically
with our more experienced midfield.

There were many awesome achievements this
year. Firstly Jo Foster played 100 club games
and was the first woman in the ACTWAL to do so.

Elise O'Dea and Alice Broughton both
represented ACT at the Women's AFL Nationals
carnival in Canberra this year. They both received
a lot of positive feedback on excellent
performances during the camival.

Alice Broughton'’s selection in the 2007 Women's
AFL All Australian team on the Half Back Flank
was one the highlights of the year and obviously a
massive achievement by her. It was great to see
someone in our club receive such an honour.

The ACTWAFL Team of the Decade was
announced at the 10-year Anniversary
Presentation Gala Dinner held at the Abbey on
Friday 14 September. Belconnen featured in it
strongly with seven mentions from past and
present players, managers, coaches and trainers.

Toni Alexandrow (Belconnen/Eastiake)
Alice Broughton (Belconnen)

Al Smith (Harman/Belconnen/Eastlake)
Melinda Smith (Belconnen)
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« Jo Foster- Vice Captain (Belconnen)
o Margaret Norris- Manager (Belconnen)
« John Lockie- Trainer (Belconnen)

Junior (Elise O'Dea) was a joint winner of the
ACTWAFL's Junior of the year award.

The 2007 players player (voted by the players
after each game) was awarded to Clare Gough in
her first year of AFL. Another fantastic effort

Another highlight this year, as it is every year, was
the annual trip to Wagga to play Riverina. Our on
field performance wasn't that great but the fancy
dress party on the town in Wagga with the
Riverina girls came close to making up for it.

Being my first year | really have so many people
to thank. However my biggest thank you is to
Justin O'Dea whose support and advice has been
invaluable to me and the team.

Puddles (Jeremy Foster), thanks for doing such a
great job at managing and helping out at training.
Special thanks for writing out the team sheets to
accommodate those late changes.

Thanks Peg and the training squad, in particular
Lisa Gooding, who did an awesome job as trainer
in her first year. Also her help at training and
guidance for other players was invaluable.

Thanks to Jo Foster who does so much for this
team and the club that is not recognised, from
attending ACTWAFL meetings to Belconnen
Board meetings. You are such an asset to this
team and to me as a coach and friend. You will
be sorely missed if you really do retire this year.

Thanks to Garry, Norm and Cathey for their
continued support through the year. You guys all
do a fantastic job and your support is second to
none.

Thanks to all the helpers I've had, in particular
Steve Crawford and Kirin Doolan, and the support
from other players and the rest of the coaching
staff.

Finally, thanks to all the players. You guys have
been great and this experience has been one of
the best things I've done. | know we didn’t win
that many games however the continual
satisfaction | got from seeing improvements week
to week and the environment we created for our

team was priceless. | hope we can keep all that
with the momentum we found this year and push
into a successful season in 2008.

Ossie Terron
Women's Grade Coach
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Magpies Juniors’ Report

& |t seems as though the 2007

i season only started a few
weeks ago but here we are
celebrating the end of
another football year. It was
a year of challenges for the
Club with AFL Canberra
deciding to move to double
age progression in the older
age groups for the first time and with serious
drought conditions threatening to disrupt the
conduct of our home and away fixtures.

Double age progression was difficult for us,
however both our Under 16 and Under 14 teams
acquitted themselves well under the new
structures. The 16's battled through the season
with a very young side and although outsized in
many encounters, showed true Magpie spirit and
courage in giving their utmost in every contest. A
couple of changes to the Divisional structure
within the Under 14's caused some disruption fo
their playing rosters and the competition in
general but, as with the 16's, they battled on and
had a successful season finishing on top of the
ladder. | would like to thank the players, support
staff, parents and supporters of both of these
sides for their understanding and patience
throughout the season.

Overall, 2007 proved to be a successful year. The
Club was able to field teams in all age divisions
and our players acquitted themselves well on the
field. The level of sportsmanship shown by all
teams during the season is a great reflection on
our coaching staff, our managers, players, parents
and supporters.

Player numbers increased slightly this year,
particularly in the younger age groups which is in
line with the goals the Club set at the beginning of
the year. Primarily the objective was to continue
to increase player participation levels and to
provide a safe and happy environment for all
junior players within the Club. Player retention
from the previous season was excellent and this is
reflected statistically by the number of Magpies
Junior players reaching 50, 100 and higher game
milestones during 2007.

Auskick numbers were steady when compared to
previous seasons and several participants moved
on to the Clubstart competition at the conclusion

of the Auskick program. As a Club we actively
supported and participated in all rostered
Clubstart fixtures. We did this despite a number
of difficulties and numerous changes to the draw.
The move to a centralised playing arena caused a
fair bit of discontent across all participating Clubs
however, as a Club, we banded together and just
got on with it. We provided people to set-up and to
clean up and run canteens on our rostered days. |
would like to publicly thank all of those involved,
the organisers, particularly Sonja Croker and
Steve and Julie Smith, coaches Johnny Pisciotta,
Steve and Mark Dean and all of the parents and
carers of the players, who, in a home and away
series, fravelled away each week. Thank you.

The Under 10 and Under 11 teams, under
coaches Tony Robb, Jason McCormack and
Michael Wenke had a successful and enjoyable
season. These coaches have a wealth of football
experience between them and they provided a
most enjoyable atmosphere for the players to
leamn and develop their individual and team skills.

All of the Magpies Youth Division Football teams
worked hard throughout the year with the Under
14 team contesting the Grand Final.
Unfortunately they were beaten on the day but
their efforts against a physically bigger team were
exceptional. Congratulations to all of the players,
coaches, support staff and parents for their efforts
during the season.

The Under 16's should look back on the year as
one of development and learning and will go on to
be a highly competitive team in 2008. Our Under
12's battled for numbers early in the season but
consolidated and showed that they will be a force
o be reckoned with in 2008. The hard work put in
by coaches Sean Michelle, John Harper, Paul
McCaskill and their helpers cannot be
understated.

Lochie and Jordan Harper, Lachlan Trevaskis,
Nick Collins and James Michelle all represented
the ACT at various levels during the season.
Congratulations to those players on their
selection.

Congratulations also to Jordan Harper who was

voted AFL Canberra's Best and Fairest player in
the Under 14 Division 2 competition and to the
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Belconnen Cats Report

2007 was another
successful year for
Belconnen Cats both
on and off the field.
Player numbers were
again strong with more
than 190 boys and
girls registering to play
for the club. This has been a consistent figure
over the past few years. It meant that we were
again able to field teams in every age group.

In the competitive age groups the club continued
to enjoy success in 2007. We ended up having 4
of our 5 teams in the finals. The U14s Div 1 lost
the first semi final in a very close match and U14s
Div 3 missed out in the prelim final by less than a
goal. Commiserations to the players of both sides,
and to the U16s Div 2 team— well done on your
efforts this year. The U12 and U16 Division 1
Teams played in the Grand Final this year which
is a great achievement for players and coaches.
Well done to the U12s on your success—a
fantastic effort, and to the Under16s who went
down fighting, we are very proud of how you
performed on the day.

Our numbers were also strong in the U11s and
below, although there is no doubt we need to work
on our player strength in the 8s and s, as the
number of players entering at this level through
the Auskick program seems to have dropped off in
recent years. This is something to work on in the
future.

As parents we owe a big thank you to our coaches
and managers. They put in a lot of time and effort
and it's not easy standing in the middle of Aranda
Oval or Giralang Oval at 7pm in the middle of
June. At least the kids can run around to keep
warm. Most of these hard working people come
from the parent group and so they obviously have
a strong interest in how their team operates.
However, there are one or two coaches who no
longer have children involved in the club and so |
especially thank them for their efforts this year. In
particular | would like to recognise David Bennett
who came back to the club to coach the 15s last
year and has looked after that group again this
year. His experience and knowledge has been
invaluable and we appreciate his involvement and
commitment.

Our financial position remains strong and we
continue to not charge registration fees. This has
always been an important part of the club’s
operations and | hope it can be continued in the
future. This will of course be dependent on the
committee being able to continue to secure
sponsorship from the Labor Club and the Magpies
Sports Club in the future. We especially thank
them for their ongoing support. | would also like to
recognise those who have contributed to our fund
raising efforts during the year, in particular:

« Kirsty Sloan for her efforts in organising the
distinctive club polar fleeces and sponsorship
arrangements relating to this. There have
been more than 100 of these jumpers sold
over the year and apart from looking good
and helping create an identity, they have also
raised some money for the club;

« Jenny and Trevor Fritzlaff who ran our
canteen at Giralang this year. It not only
provides a nice fund raising source but also is
a welcome service on a cold winter morning;

« Al the volunteers who have manned the BBQ
stall at Bunnings or have sold raffle tickets at
Magpies Club.

Sorry if | have forgotten anyone but all these
efforts are much appreciated and very muchin a
good cause.

Also many thanks to those who volunteered to be
on the committee this year. These are behind the
scenes jobs that sometimes go unnoticed. In
particular we have been fortunate to have the
services of the following people this year:

« Mick Kenna - Equipment Manager.

o Trevor Fritzlaff - General committee man and
Canteen Manager

 Rob Kelly - Registrar, Auskick Co-ordinator
and just about everything else
« Rob Lamb - Treasurer

« Glenn O'Sullivan - rep to the BMFC Junior
Strategy Committee (with Rob Kelly)

As you can probably see we have been light on
for committee members again this year. As | say
every year, | would encourage parents to put their
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Milestones—2007

250 Club Matches

Jason Moore
Paul Netting

200 Club Matches

Rob Hanily
Justin Lalor

150 Club Matches
Paul Raadts
Scott Smith

100 Game Club

Joanne Foster (Women's Grade)

Rob Hanily (Reserve Grade)

Jason Moore (3rd Grade)

Kris Collins (3rd Grade)

Sean Egan (3rd Grade)

Chris McDevitt (3rd Grade—to be inducted 2008)

100 Club Matches
Chris Calvert

Bennett Foster

Daniel Irvine

Luke Jeffrey

Dean Knight

Josh Preston

Martin Rice

Ossie Terron

Brock Weston
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Leading Goalkickers—2007 (First Grade)

Minimum five goals
Andrew Ainger 51 Josh Jennings 24 Luke Rhodes 13 Daniel Pahl 7
Cameron llett 43 Brett Knowles 19 Matt Campbell 12 Chris York 7
Brock Weston 35 Luke Jeffrey 16 Paul Raadts 10 Andrew Smith 5
James Bennett 31 Steve Mahar 13 Shane Davis 9 Ryan Tumbull 5

Club Championships—2007

Firsts Reserves U18’s Total

Queanbeyan 104 52 64 220
Belconnen Magpies 136 68 4 208
Eastlake 112 48 44 204
Sydney Swans 168 . - 168
Tuggeranong 64 40 56 160
Ainslie 64 4 32 100
Canberra Wildcats 0 - - 0

RAARARRRPZN
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Representative Honours

Australian Representatives
All Australian Jumper

1998 Adam Ryder
2000 Steve Mahar
2002 Matt Campbell
Alice Broughton
2004 Matt Forys
Steve Hazelman
Darren Denneman (coach)
2006 Brett Knowles
2007 Alice Broughton

Australian Teal Cup (U17) Team

1984 Rogan Sharp
1989 Ben Aulich

AIS/AFL Academy Aust U.17s
2005 James Bennett

Australian Super Rules (Over 35)
1983 Max Johnston

Australian Universities Team
1991 Sean Waish

Australian Schoolboys (U16) Team

1983 Rogan Shamp
1984 Don Pyke
1988 Ben Aulich
1991 Paul Craig
1991 Andrew Irwin
1993 David Mair
1995 Robert Phillips

VSFL NSW/ACT Rams Team (U18)

1996 Scott Caldwell
1996 Craig Lambert
1996, 97 Robert Phillips
1996 Andrew Mcintosh
1998 Luke White

1999 Solomon Fitzgerald
1999 James Dunn
1999 Michael Talevich
2000 Leigh Lavery
2004 James Bennett
2004 Daniel Ford
2005 James Bennett
2007 Matt Byatt
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Coaches and Captains (continued)

Year
Coach 1993

Captain
1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2001

2003

2005

2006

Firsts

M Wingate
J Smith

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

S Badenoch
S Harrison
S Badenoch
S Harrison
{D Read

{T O'Kane
S Harrison
B Aulich

D Denneman
D Denneman

D Denneman
D Denneman

D Denneman
D Denneman/
S Mahar
S Mahar

S Mahar

Reserves

L McPhan

P Bradley

M Housley

M Molony

M Housley

M Hassett

M Burgess

M Hassett

L McPhan

M Hassett

T Van Diemen
A Stubbs

R Dolliver

K O'Shaughnessy

R Dolliver
D Hooper

R Dolliver
D Hooper

D Hooper
D Hooper/ T Mahar

D Hooper/
J Williams
D Hooper/
P Netting
M Home
P Netting

M Home
S Smith

Colts

Brian Read
J Williams
S Evans

Brendan Read
S Evans

D Brazel
SEvans

J Terron
PRea

A Day

S Evans

{K Collins,

{B Burgess, {G Kay,
A Rathman

S Evans

{A Bennett,

{B Langham

R Dolliver

R Dolliver

T Mahar/

P Netting

T Mahar/

P Netting

L McPhan
J Gregory
B Langham
M Viney

Monaro / Canb
District 1 / Thirds

{N Hickmott
{R Pocock

| Geary

| Geary
M Mclntyre

| Geary
J Moore

L Taafe
L Taafe

J Williams
J Williams

R Dolliver
M Braybrook
M Braybrook

C McDevitt
B Williams

Canberra
District 2

A Endall
A Endall
S Riley

S Riley

S Riley

S Riley

T White
T White

P Pocock
M Pocock

G Cassimatis
P Bradley

G Cassimatis
B Ryan

J Pisciotta
K Hynes

J Pisciotta
J Hutchison
B Williams

S Dunn
O Terron
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2007 Senior Players—Games Played cont.

TOTAL _ GAMES 2007 _ Age | First
PLAYER Tst | 2nd | U9/ [3s/ICD| CD | Total | ist | 2nd | U19/ [3s/ICD| CD | 2007 | Year
18/21 | Div1 | Div2 18/21 | Div1 | Div2

MacPherson, Ryan 15 15 15 2007
Mahar, Anthony 58 69 21 6 6 160 0 0 0 37 | 1988
Mahar, Steve 216 0 24 0 4 245 16 0 0 0 31 | 1992
Mandohl, Julian 15 15 1 17 | 2006
Markham, Rory 0 2 40 34 21 97 0 0 0 1" 23 | 2000
McLintock, Ryan 16 55 0 0 0 7 7 13 0 0 21 | 2004
McDevitt, Chris 34 101 1 137 0 0 0 19 0 24 | 2000
McHenry, Marcus 3 0 36 13 52 0 0 0 1 0 28 | 2002
Mclintosh, Andrew 39 85 24 61 ] 214 0 0 0 9 5 19 | 2005
McKinnon, Ryan 35 35 20 17 | 2006
McPhan, David 13 53 25 0 3 96 6 7 0 0 0 21 | 2002
Meiklejohn, Gavin T 7 7 2007
Mielens, Axel 0 0 0 6 0 0 2007
Moore, Jason 46 37 102 21 261 0 17 0 32 | 1992
Netting, Paul 135 | 99 26 5 0 264 21 0 0 34 11991
Newman, Matthew 1 35 36 1 20 18 | 2006
O'Brien, Steven 16 16 16 2007
"O'Dea, Peter 0 | 0| 7| oo fJiw7fJo ]| o] ®] o] o] 18 J2006
Ohlmus, Dean 14 14 14 2007
O'Keefe, Andrew 10 10 10 2007
Pahl, Daniel 20 0 0 0 0 20 20 0 0 0 0 2007
Phillipa, Damon 32 32 17 18 | 2006
Piper, Toby 20 20 20 2007
Piran, Nick 0 0 0 0 13 13 0 0 0 0 13 2007
Posch, Daniel 0 21 <] 3 0 59 0 0 0 9 0 20 | 2003
Power, Sam 0 19 29 0 1 49 0 19 0 0 2004
Preston, Josh 0 2 32 36 37 107 0 0 0 2 18 24 | 2001
Raadts, Paul 14 12 0 0 0 153 20 0 0 0 0 27 | 2000
Randles. Jonathon 6 6 6 2007
Read, Brendan 235 14 40 0 0 289 10 9 0 0 0 31 1991
Reardon, Damon 3 3 3 2007
Reardon, Timothy 0 0 18 0 18 0 0 0 18 0 2007
Rhodes, Lucas 21 10 0 0 0 31 19 0 0 0 0 21 | 2006
Rice, Martin 53 28 34 0 0 115 18 0 0 0 0 23 | 2001
Rice, Simon 1 57 16 1 78 1 4 0 2 0 23 | 2001
Rowe, Harrison 0 21 16 0 7 0 20 0 0 0 19 | 2006
Sammons, Michael 0 M4 48 24 107 0 0 0 0 1 28 | 1998
Simms, Michael 0 3 3 18 61 85 0 0 0 0 3 28 | 1998
Skinner, Matthew 0 3 14 14 2 33 0 2 0 14 2 19 | 2006
Smeaton, Luke 0 26 0 0 A 0 4 12 0 0 18 | 2006
Smith, Andrew 132 | 56 | 38 0 0 |26 | 4 15 0 0 0 30 | 1994
Smith, Jordan 18 18 18 2007
Smith, Scott 9 128 0 21 0 158 0 20 0 0 0 29 | 1998
Spindler, Jayston 0 0 16 1 34 61 0 0 0 0 29 | 1993
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2007 Senior Players—Games Played cont.

TOTAL GAMES 2007 Age | First
PLAYER 1st | 2nd | U19/ |3s/ICD| CD | Total | 1st | 2nd | U19/ |3s/ICD| CD | 2007 | Year
18/21 | Div1 | Div2 18/21 | Div1 | Div 2

Stakelum, Xavier 0 1 0 16 2 19 0 1 0 16 2 2007
Talevich, Michael 0 23 0 95 4 122 0 0 0 19 0 26 | 1987
Talsma, Blake 12 28 17 0 0 57 9 13 0 0 0 20 | 2004
Taylor, Chris 22 22 14 2006
Taylor, Leigh 0 20 26 1 55 82 0 0 0 0 9 23 | 2001
Teron, Oswald 0 1 1 25 82 | 109 0 0 0 0 16 36 | 1987
Thring, Hamy 0 0 0 5 6 11 0 0 6 2007
Towill, Reuben 11 1 1" 2007
Tumbull, Ben 0 13 0 4 5 22 0 13 0 L 5 2007
Tumbull, Ryan 28 13 7 0 0 48 19 1 0 0 0 19 | 2004
Valentine, Dylan 0 0 0 3 27 30 0 0 2 13 20 | 2006
Van Dieman, Jonathon 62 69 0 13 0 145 0 0 0 13 0 26 | 1998
Verwey, Adam 0 0 0 0 10 10 0 0 0 0 10 2007
Viney, Matthew 1 30 3 1 20 18 | 2006
Walker, Jeremy 0 0 0 0 18 18 0 0 0 0 18 2007
Ward, Chris 0 27 0 0 0 27 0 10 0 0 0 24 | 2005
Weston, Brock 97 1 0 0 0 108 | 17 1 0 0 0 28 | 2002
Whittard, Anthony 1 45 17 1 0 64 1 21 0 0 0 21 | 2004
‘Williams, Bemie 0 48 24 | 127 | 22 | 21 0 0 0 14 0 31 | 1994
‘Williams, John 36 | 130 | 38 56 36 | 29% 0 0 0 20 0 33 | 1991
Wojtaszak, Michael 0 1 0 9 6 16 0 1 0 9 6 2007
York, Christopher 61 21 17 0 0 99 19 1 0 0 0 20 | 2003

54 BMFC Annual Report 2007













